25 March

Feast of Holy Annunciation

Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
Priest:
Blessed is kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People:
Amen.  

Reader:
Come, let us worship God, our King. 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, 


our King and our God. 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, 


our King and our God.


Psalm 103(104)
Bless the Lord, O my soul!  

O Lord, my God, Thou art very great!  Thou art clothed with honor and majesty, Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment, Who hast stretched out the heavens like a tent.

Who hast laid the beams of Thy chambers upon the waters, Who makest the clouds Thy chariot, Who ridest on the wings of the wind, Who makest the winds Thy messengers, fire and flame Thy ministers. 

Thou didst set the earth on its foundations so that it should never be shaken.  Thou didst cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  At Thy rebuke they fled; at the sound of Thy thunder they took to flight.  The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place Thou didst appoint for them.  Thou didst set a bound which they should not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.  

Thou makest springs gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills, they give drink to every beast of the field; the wild asses quench their thirst.  By them the birds have their habitation; they sing among the branches.  From thy lofty abode Thou waterest the mountains; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Thy work.  

Thou dost cause the grass to grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth fruit from the earth, and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread to strengthen man's heart.  The trees of the Lord are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon which he planted.    In them the birds build their nests; the stork has her home in the fir trees.  The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the badgers.  

Thou hast made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting.  Thou makest darkness and it is night, when all the beasts of the forest creep forth.   The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God.  When the sun rises they get them away and lie down in their dens.  Man goes forth to his work and to his labor until the evening.   

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all;  the earth is full of Thy creatures.  Yonder is the sea great and wide, which teems with things innumerable, living things both small and great.  There go the ships and Leviathan which Thou didst form to sport in it.  

These all look to Thee, to give them their food in due season.  When Thou givest to them, they gather it up; when Thou openest Thy hand, they are filled with good things.  When Thou hidest Thy face they are dismayed; when Thou takest away their breath, they die and return to their dust. When Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit they are created; and Thou renewest the face of the ground.    

May the glory of the Lord endure forever, may the Lord rejoice in His works, Who lookest upon the earth and it trembles, Who touchest the mountains and they smoke!   I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing to my God while I have being.  May my meditation be pleasing to Him, for I rejoice in the Lord.  Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul!  Praise the Lord!  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.



Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Glory to Thee, O God!  (3)
Great Litany

Priest:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:
For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy churches of God, 


and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

For this holy house and for those who enter with faith, reverence, and the fear 


of God, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:
For the holy Orthodox Patriarchs, for our Metropolitan/(Arch)bishop _________, for the honorable priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, and for all the clergy and the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

For the President of our country, for all civil authorities, and for the armed 


forces, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
That He will protect them and grant them victory over their adversaries, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

For this base (ship/installation), for the surrounding communities, for every city 

and country, and for the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:

For seasonable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 



peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the sick and the suffering; for 



captives, and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray 


to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; 

People:
Most Holy Theotokos, save us. 

Priest:
With all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.

People:
To Thee, O Lord.
Priest:
For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and worship, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

People:
Amen.

Great Censing

Tone 7

Lord I call upon Thee, hear me!



Hear me, O Lord!



Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me!



Receive the voice of my prayer



when I call upon Thee!


Hear me, O Lord!
  



Let my prayer arise



in Thy sight as incense,



and let the lifting up of my hands



be an evening sacrifice!



Hear me, O Lord!
Psalm 141

Reader:
Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord, and keep watch over the door of my lips!  Incline not my heart to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds in company with men who work iniquity; and let me not partake of their delights!  Let a good man strike or rebuke me in kindness, but let the oil of the wicked never anoint my head; for my prayer is continually against their wicked deeds.  When they are given over to those who shall condemn them, then they shall learn that the word of the Lord is true.  As a rock which one cleaves and shatters on the land, so shall their bones be strewn at the mouth of Sheol.  But my eyes are toward Thee, O Lord God; in Thee I seek refuge; leave me not defenseless!  Keep me from the trap which they have laid for me, and from the snares of evildoers!  Let the wicked together fall into their own net, while I escape.  

Psalm 142


I cry with my voice to the Lord, with my voice I make supplication to the Lord, I pour out my complaint before Him, I tell my trouble before Him.  When my spirit is faint, Thou knowest my way!  In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me.  I look to the right and watch, but there is none who takes notice of me; no refuge remains to me, no man cares for me.  I cry to Thee, O Lord; I say, Thou art my refuge, my portion in the land of the living.  Give heed to my cry for I am brought very low!  Deliver me from my persecutors; for they are too strong for me!

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may confess Thy name.  

Tone 7

Like the prodigal, I have turned away from Thy grace.

I have spent the riches of Thy goodness, O Lord.

I now run to Thee, O tender-hearted One, crying:

I have sinned, O God, have mercy on me.

Reader:
The righteous await me, for Thou wilt deal bountifully with me!

Tone 7

Like the prodigal, I have turned away from Thy grace.

I have spent the riches of Thy goodness, O Lord.

I now run to Thee, O tender-hearted One, crying:

I have sinned, O God, have mercy on me.

Reader:
Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice!

Tone 2

Yielding your flesh to wounding, O praise-worthy martyrs,
and enduring the cruelest tortures and violent deaths,

you also shamed your tormentors and destroyed reverence
for idols,

You confessed Christ, the only God and Master,
before Whom, with the angelic choirs, you now stand wearing 
crowns,



O glorious martyrs.

Reader:
Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.

Tone 2

Not desiring earthly pleasures,

the victorious martyrs were granted heavenly blessings.

They have become fellow-citizens with the Angels.
Through their prayers, O Lord, have mercy on us and save us!

Reader:
If Thou, O Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?  
But there is forgiveness with Thee.

Tone 2

By the holy martyrs pray for us,



and singing the praises of Christ, 

every delusion has come to an end, 

and mankind is being saved by faith.

Reader:
For Thy name’s sake I wait for Thee, O Lord. My soul has waited for Thy word; my soul has hoped on the Lord.

Tone 4

In the sixth month, the Archangel was sent to the pure Virgin;

and with his greeting "Rejoice,"

he announced the good news that the Deliverer was to come 
forth from her. 

Therefore, having received the salutation with faith,

she conceived Thee, the pre-eternal God,
Who wast well-pleased to ineffably become man
for the salvation of our souls.

Reader:
From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch, let Israel hope on the Lord.

Tone 4

The Theotokos heard a tongue she knew not,

for the Archangel addressed her with the words of glad tidings; 

therefore, accepting the salutation with faith, 

she conceived Thee, the pre-eternal God. 

And so, rejoicing exceedingly, we too cry aloud to Thee: 

“O God made flesh from her without change,
grant peace to the world, and great mercy to our souls!”
Reader:
For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous 
redemption, and He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

Tone 4

Behold, our restoration has now been revealed to us:

in a manner beyond understanding, 
God is united to mankind;

at the voice of the Archangel, delusion is destroyed,

for the Virgin receives joy;

things of the earth have become heaven; 

and the world is freed from the ancient curse.

Let creation rejoice exceedingly and sing with voices 
of praise:
“O Lord, our Maker and Deliverer, glory to Thee!”

Reader:
Praise the Lord, all nations; praise Him all peoples.
Tone 1

Gabriel, the greatest of the spiritual powers,

shining with heavenly brightness,

with whom the Hosts on High gaze upon the light of the 
Three-fold Sun, 
came to the Virgin and announced to her the good news of the 
divine and awesome mystery,
and he intercedes for our souls.

Reader:
For He has firmly established His mercy toward us, and the truth of the Lord abides forever.

Tone 1

The great mystery ‘til then unknown to the Angels

and hidden from all eternity

has been confided to you alone, O Gabriel.
You come to Nazareth and entrust it to her who alone is pure.

Pray with her that our souls be granted peace and great mercy!

Reader:
He makes His Angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.

Tone 1

Gabriel, ever filled with light,

who does the will and fulfills the commands of the Ruler of All,

Leader of the Angels, most excellent,

preserve those who honor you with love,
pray that our souls be granted peace and great mercy!

Reader:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  



Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Tone 6

The Archangel Gabriel was sent from heaven



to announce the glad tidings of conception to the Virgin;



and coming to Nazareth he was amazed at this wonder:


“How shall He Who dwells on high, 


Whom none can comprehend, be born of a Virgin?



How shall He whose throne is heaven and whose footstool 




is the earth 



be contained in the womb of a woman?

He upon whom the six-winged seraphim and the many 


eyed-cherubim dare not gaze



is well-pleased to be made flesh from her at a single word.



It is the Word of God who dwells in her.



Why then do I hesitate, and not say to the Maiden:



‘Rejoice, O Lady, full of grace, the Lord is with you.



Rejoice, O pure Virgin; Rejoice, O unwedded Bride.



Rejoice, O Mother of Life: Blessed is the fruit of your womb’.”

Entrance with the Gospel

Priest:  
Let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, have mercy.


In the evening, in the morning and at noonday, we  praise, bless, give thanks, and pray to Thee, O Master of all.  Let our prayer arise in Thy sight as incense. 


Give not our hearts to words or thoughts of evil.  Deliver us from all who seek our souls, for unto Thee, O Lord, Lord, do we look and upon Thee have we set our hope, that Thou wilt not forsake us, O our God.  


For unto Thee are due all glory, honor, and worship, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.


Blessed is the entrance of all Thy saints.  


Always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.



Wisdom, Let us attend!

People:
O Gladsome light of the holy glory of the immortal Father,



Heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ!



Now that we have come to the setting of the sun



and behold the light of evening,



we praise God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit!



For meet it is at all times to worship Thee with voices of 




praise!



O Son of God and giver of life,



therefore all the world doth glorify Thee!
Old Testament Readings

Priest:  
Let us attend!  Peace be unto all!
Reader:
And to your spirit!

Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Prokeimenon in the 4th Tone:  O grant us Thy help against the enemy for vain is the help of man.
People:
O grant us Thy help against the enemy for vain is the help of man.
Reader:  
O God, Thou hast rejected us, broken our defenses.

People:
O grant us Thy help against the enemy for vain is the help of man.
Reader:
O grant us Thy help against the enemy.
People:
For vain is the help of man.
Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Reading is from Genesis. 

Priest:

Let us attend!

(Genesis 8:4-21)

Reader:
The ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 

So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth. He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground. But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself. And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark. Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth. So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore. 

And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry. And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried. 

Then God spoke to Noah, saying, "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark. 

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done. 

Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone:  Hear my cry, O Lord, listen to my prayer.

People:
Hear my cry, O Lord, listen to my prayer.

Reader:
From the ends of the earth I call to Thee.
People:
Hear my cry, O Lord, listen to my prayer.
Reader:
Hear my cry, O Lord.

People:
Listen to my prayer.

Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Reading is from Proverbs.

Priest:

Let us attend!

(Proverbs 10:31-11:12)

Reader:
The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out. The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, But the mouth of the wicked what is perverse.

Dishonest scales are an abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight. 

When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom. 

The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the perversity of the unfaithful will destroy them. 

Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 

The righteousness of the blameless will direct his way aright, but the wicked will fall by his own wickedness. The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, but the unfaithful will be caught by their lust. 

When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish, and the hope of the unjust perishes. 

The righteous is delivered from trouble, and it comes to the wicked instead. 

The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, but through knowledge the righteous will be delivered. 

When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices; and when the wicked perish, there is jubilation. By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted, but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 

He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his peace. 
Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:          The Reading is from Exodus. 

Priest:

Let us attend!
(Exodus 3:1-8)

Reader:          Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, 

                  the priest of Mid’ian;  and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.  And Moses said, I will turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.”  When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”  And he said, “Here am I.”  Then He said, “Do not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  And he said, “I AM the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  Then the Lord said, “I have seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a landing flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Per’izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb’usites.

Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:          The Reading is from Proverbs. 

Priest:

Let us attend!

(Proverbs 8:22-30)
Reader:            The Lord created me at the beginning of His work, the first of 

His acts of old.  Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth.  When there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water.  Before the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth; before the hills, I was brought forth;  before He had made the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world.  When He established the heavens, I was there, when He drew a circle on the face of the deep, when He made firm the skies above, when He established the fountains of the deep, when He assigned to the sea its limit so that the waters might not transgress His command, when He marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside Him, like a master workman; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing before Him always.
Little Litany

Priest:

Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

People:
Lord, have mercy.
Priest:
Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; 

People:
Most Holy Theotokos, save us. 

Priest:
With all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other, and all our life unto Christ our God.

People:
To Thee, O Lord.
Priest:
O Holy God, Who rests in Thy saints; Who art hymned by the Seraphim with thrice-holy cry, and art glorified by the Cherubim, and worshipped by every heavenly power; Who out of nothing hast brought all things into being;  Who hast created man after Thine own image and likeness, and hast adorned him with Thine every gift; who givest to him that asks wisdom and understanding;  Who dost not despise the sinner, but instead hast appointed repentance unto salvation; who hast vouchsafed us, Thy humble and unworthy servants, even in this hour to stand before the glory of Thy holy altar, and to offer worship and praise which are due unto Thee. Thyself, O Master, accept even from the mouths of us sinners the thrice-holy hymn, and visit us in Thy goodness.  Forgive us every transgression, both voluntary and involuntary.  Sanctify our souls and bodies, and enable us to serve Thee in holiness all the days of our life.  Through the intercessions of the Holy Theotokos, and of all the saints, who through all the ages have been well pleasing unto Thee.  

For holy art Thou, O our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
People:
Amen.

Trisagion



Holy God, holy Mighty, holy Immortal, have mercy on us!  (3)



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.



Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.



holy Immortal, have mercy on us!  



Holy God, holy Mighty, holy Immortal, have mercy on us!  

Priest:

Blessed art Thou on the throne of the glory of Thy Kingdom, who sittest upon 


the Cherubim; always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.


Epistle

Priest:

Let us attend!  Peace be unto all!

Reader:
And to your spirit.

Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Prokeimenon in the 4th Tone:  Proclaim, from day to day, the glad tidings of the salvation of our God!
People:
Proclaim, from day to day, the glad tidings of the salvation of our God!
Reader: 
Sing to the Lord a new sing!  Sing to the Lord, all the earth!

People:
Proclaim, from day to day, the glad tidings of the salvation of our God!
Reader:
Proclaim, from day to day.
People:
The glad tidings of the salvation of our God!
Priest:

Wisdom!

Reader:
The Reading is from the Epistle of the holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews.

Priest:

Let us attend!

(Hebrews 2:11-18)

Reader:
Brethren, both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You." And again: "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children whom God has given Me." 

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

Priest:

Peace be unto you, Reader!
Reader:
And to your spirit.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

People:
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!


Reader:
He shall come down as rain upon a fleece, and as the dew which falls upon the earth.
People:
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!


Reader:
His name shall be blessed forever; His name shall continue longer than the sun!

People:
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!


Priest:
Make shine in our hearts, O Master who lovest mankind, the incorrupt light of Thy divine knowledge.  Open the eyes of our mind to the comprehension of the preaching of Thy Gospel.  Instill also in us the fear of Thy blessed command-ments that, trampling down all carnal desires, we may pursue a spiritual way of life, both considering and doing all things well-pleasing unto Thee. For Thou art the enlightenment of our souls and bodies, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we send up glory, together with Thy Father, who is from everlasting, and Thine all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen.



Wisdom! Let us attend!  
Let us hear the holy Gospel!  
Peace be to all!  

People:
And to your spirit!
Priest:

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

People:
Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee!

Priest:
Let us attend!  

(Luke 1:24-38)

Now after those days Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias, conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying, "Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people." 

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end." Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.  Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.  For with God nothing will be impossible." Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 

People:
Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee!

And the rest of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Beginning on page 11
____________________________________________________________________________

Instead of the Hymn to the Theotokos on page 24:
(Tone 6)
As you are a living Temple of God, 



let no impure hand touch you, O Theotokos!



But let the lips of all believers sing, 



constantly magnifying you in joy with the angelic salutation:  

Truly you are above all creatures, 
O Pure One!

___________________________________________________________________________

Special verse of the Communion Hymn on page 29:

The Lord has chosen Zion;  

He has desired it for His habitation.
___________________________________________________________________________

Instead of “We have seen the true Light…” on page 32:
Troparion
Today is the beginning of our salvation, 

Feast

the revelation of the eternal mystery!  

(Tone 4)
The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin 



as Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.  



Together with him let us cry to the Theotokos:  



Rejoice, O full of Grace, 

the Lord is with you.


Priest:

Blessed is our God.  

Always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

People:
Amen. 

Let our mouths be filled with Thy praise, O Lord…

___________________________________________________________________________

Following the Dismissal on page 36:
Kontakion
O victorious leader of triumphant hosts!  

Feast

We, your servants, delivered from evil, sing our grateful 

(Tone 8) 

thanks to you, O Theotokos!  



As you possess invincible might set us free from 



every calamity 

that we may sing:  Rejoice, O unwedded Bride!
